
s rivers and streams descend from the mountains to Utah’s low-
lands, which are below about 5,500 feet in elevation, their waters

move more slowly. In their natural condition, these rivers and streams meander through the
lowlands, twisting and turning through a variety of habitat types.

The vegetated areas along river banks, called riparian habitats, are home to a wide diversity
of plants and animals that depend on the natural flows of water these rivers and streams
carry. In fact, the wildlife found in these areas are among the most diverse in the state. 

Unfortunately, Utah’s lowland riparian habitats have been seriously affected by a variety of
human and natural factors, and their future is uncertain.
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Key Facts about Utah’s
Lowland Riparian Habitat:
Very Rare
Covering just 0.2 percent of Utah’s land area, lowland river and
stream banks are a very rare habitat.

On the Decline
The amount of lowland riparian habitats in the state is declining.

Plant Life
Lowland riparian habitats are home to Fremont cottonwood,
tamarisk, netleaf hackberry, velvet ash, desert willow and squaw-
bush.

Animal Life
Mollusks, broad-tailed hummingbirds, canyon treefrogs, Allen’s big-
eared bats, yellow-billed cuckoos, and many other animals depend
on lowland riparian habitats.

A



What’s Threatening 
Utah’s Lowland
Riparian Habitat?
Stream straightening, or channelization—
When rivers and streams are channelized,
streamside habitats are changed. The water in
the stream moves much more quickly, and many
streamside plants and animals can’t survive the
new conditions.

Land development—Whether it’s to create new
housing or shopping opportunities or to accom-
modate industrial needs, many of our
lowland river and stream banks are being lost
to development.

Drought—Utah’s prolonged drought has left
many rivers and streams relatively dry. With
streams flowing at lower levels, many plants
and animals are not getting the water they need.

Improper OHV Use—Irresponsible OHV use is
causing a decline in lowland riparian habitats.
When operated off of designated trails, OHVs
destroy streamside vegetation and disturb
wildlife.

Lowland riparian
wildlife is threatened by
disease and habitat dis-
turbance. Because many
riparian species have a
limited distribution, dis-
turbances to each habi-
tat is serious. Finally,
scientists do not know
enough about many
lowland riparian species
to ensure their future.

In all, lowland riparian habitats are home to 
35 species that need conservation, including 
the following:

Tier One—Very High Concern
Yellow-billed cuckoo, Southwestern flycatcher

Tier Two—High Concern
Arizona toad, Allen’s big-eared bat, black swift, 
cornsnake, western threadsnake

Tier Three—Moderate Concern
Broad-tailed hummingbird, canyon treefrog, 
black-necked garter snake

Taking Action
Protecting Utah’s lowland riparian habitats will require coordinated action among a variety of partners
across the state.

Conservation Actions
The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources has identified the following key actions needed to protect
lowland riparian habitats:

1. Increase and secure water flows in our rivers.
2. Where rivers and streams are dammed, release water in ways that more closely mimic natural 

water patterns.
3. Restore damaged habitats.
4. Ensure appropriate grazing practices are implemented.
5. Enforce OHV regulations.

Conservation Partners
The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources is working closely with the Utah Farm Bureau, private
landowners, local governments, the Utah Association of Conservation Districts and many others to
protect lowland riparian habitats.

Species on the Edge

Broad-tailed hummingbird
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